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“Safety protocol” at Buckswood in September
In accordance with the Government guidelines. The school will set the direction for 
effective health and safety management. It has introduced management systems and 
practices that ensure risks are dealt with sensibly, responsibly and proportionately. 
There will be effective systems in place for routine checking, monitoring and reporting 
(see below):

Covid-19 day to day protocol prevention methods at Buckswood School
To help ensure that the risk of virus spread for both staff and children is as low as 
possible, Buckswood is doing the following:

1. Ensuring that any children, parents, carers or any visitors, such as suppliers, 
do not enter the premises if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). All visitors will have their temperature checked prior to being allowed 
entry to the school site beyond reception.

2. Restricting deliveries to the front of school or kitchens only.
3. Enforcing spacing on school transport to maximise distances between students.
4. Requiring students travelling on school transport to cover their mouths and 

noses. Transport will be disinfected after each use.
5. Monitoring pick up and drop off at school in mornings and afternoons, ensuring 

that students are kept distanced at these times and are picked up or dropped off 
only in front of the school building.

6. Restricting those picking up or dropping off students to remain in their vehicles 
when on site.

7. Requiring students and staff travelling on public transport to or from school to 
wear appropriate protective face coverings and gloves.

8. Insisting that all staff and students wash their hands with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds upon arrival at school, before meal times and at regular intervals 
throughout the day. The school has increased hand washing provision around 
the site for this purpose.

9. Regularly reminding staff and students not to touch their faces.
10. Keeping class sizes small and ensuring spacing is appropriate within classrooms 

and whilst waiting outside classrooms prior to lessons (as per the schools’ risk 
assessment).

11. Staggering meal times to ensure greater spacing in the dining room.
12. Providing all staff with hand sanitiser so this is available in all classrooms and 

dormitories.
13. Providing tissues in all classrooms so that staff and students can ‘catch’ any 

coughs or sneezes and then place tissues in the waste bin.
14. Conducting daily temperature checks of all students.
15. Fortnightly Covid-19 testing through accredited laboratory ‘Oncologica’ in 

partnership with Taylor Education for all students to ensure a Covid-19 free 
environment. (£200 per month). Additional ‘ad hoc’ testing for international 
students prior to start/end of term travel to provide Covid-19 negative test 
certificate (£120 per test) enabling air travel.

16. Modifying sports instruction to adhere to social distancing guidelines.
17. Allowing students to wear masks/gloves if they wish.
18. Providing students with dedicated pick up and drop off at airports with approved 

providers who disinfect vehicles before and after use.
19. Utilizing the site to ensure students have access to plenty of outside space and 

fresh air (Buckswood is a closed site in the countryside so it is an ideal location 
for this).

20. Providing on-site health and medical cover in the BHS, staffed by trained nurses/
health care assistants.

21. Providing off-site school accommodation for isolation of unwell students if 
required in Residence 8.

22. Insisting that unwell day students stay at home and get tested if required, 
following all government guidelines prior to returning to school.

23. Increasing cleaning protocols in regards to kitchens, dining areas, classroom 
and dormitory surfaces, gym equipment, door handles, toilets, bathrooms and 
changing rooms.

Cancellation policy

Refer to the School Bursar (money@buckswood.co.uk).

Schools remain shut:
Discounted fee for online learning.

If there is a second wave and the school has to close during the academic year can 
the student stay at school and attend the distance learning program?

Yes we are running a very successful program this summer term with 30 students so 
we are able to cope with this.

Does the school have insurance covering cancellations due to Covid-19?
At present, the Covid 19 risk is not covered by any UK Insurance Companies and 
therefore, we cannot offer any insurance cover.
 
Proper cover will be added to the school insurance when insurance companies accept 
Covid 19 related risks. We advise parents to check with insurers in their own countries.

Is testing before arrival to the campus needed? What if a student cannot do it?
Conditions of returning is to provide a Covid-19 negative test certificate dated within 
a specified date before arrival. If a negative Covid-19 certificate cannot be obtained 
students must then attend the pre-sessional 2 week programme before the start of 
term (from the 24th August to the 7th September) at Buckswood (priced at approximately 
£850 per week).

Must international students be quarantined before arriving at school?
We are currently awaiting official UK guidance on this policy. At present our advice is 
to plan for a 14 day quarantine period prior to the start of school (which can be done 
at school as outlined above), however, with our rapid Covid-19 testing package we 
hope that this can be avoided. Please note that if a quarantine is required and you 
wish your child to enter the UK on the first day of term (and not 14 days prior) it is not 
the school’s responsibility to provide quarantine and this will fall to you or your child’s 
appointed guardian to arrange.

Are there any options for students instead of cancelling?
Yes, students will be able to access our online learning program and then opt to join 
the school at the beginning of the next term or whenever the school re-opens as per 
the Government guidelines.

Will students be covered for Covid-19 by your insurance?
At present this is not covered by the school’s insurance. Should this change we will 
update you. We advise parents to check with insurers in their own countries and to 
take out any relevant policies.

What will happen in September if schools remain closed?
Distance learning will continue to be provided to our students at a reduced rate.

Will Staff and pupils be expected to wear gloves and or masks?
We will follow government guidance on this. Presently, we will allow students and 
staff to wear masks and/or gloves while at school if they feel more comfortable. The 
school will have a stock of these however we would prefer that staff and pupils provide 
their own so that they feel more comfortable with their own style and size. Students 
& staff must wash their hands throughout the day.

Covid-19 tests
Through our partnership with Taylor Education and Oncologica the school is able 
to provide reduced price access to regular Covid-19 testing, ensuring a virus-free 
environment. Fortnightly tests will be conducted as well as ‘ad hoc’ testing should an 
individual display symptoms or require a Covid-19 negative certificate for travel. As 
these are conducted through a private, accredited laboratory there is an additional 
cost for this service. However, we believe this price is worth paying to ensure the 
safety of our site.

What will happen at half term?
Buckswood always offers half term programs so this is nothing new to us! Students will 
be able to stay at the school. We will run a relaxed leisure program as well as offering 
an option to participate in some ‘catch up’ lessons while on the school campus. There 
will be the usual half term cost for this.

Weekends/trips
Due to current restrictions on movement and social distancing advice, there will 
not be weekend leave for boarders next term. However, there will be an increased 
programme of events and activities on campus available. There will also be restrictions 
on boarder town leave and on school trips.

Social distancing: What does effective social distancing involve in practice in 
educational settings?
As much as possible, children, young people and staff should be spaced apart at all 
times.

This means:
• sitting children at desks that are far apart
• ensuring everyone queues and eats further apart than normal
• keeping apart when in the playground or doing any physical exercise
• visiting the toilet one after the other
• staggering break times
• putting guidelines on the floor in corridors
• avoiding unnecessary staff gatherings

Yes. The school will work with UK government guidance in place at that time. To 
avoid interruption to education as a result of potential quarantining of international 
travellers, we are opening our boarding accommodation 2 weeks before the start of 
the academic year (at an additional charge of £850.00 per week), allowing boarders to 
get used to the time difference, do some pre-reading in advance of their programme 
of studies and get involved in a range of activities on our beautiful campus whilst 
being quarantined at the same time! This 2 week program will be held from the 24th 

August to the 7th September. Should a Covid-19 negative test be developed that 
allows quarantine to be avoided, this will be a requirement of entry to school without 
the 14-day wait.

Will Buckswood offer a pre-session quarantine program?


